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S. GPs' fears about 

is stolen 


THIEVES who stole collec- 
tion money from a church 
are being sought by police. 

Crooks forced the lock on 
1 the front door to get inside 
St Cedd's Church, in Cram 
mavill Street, Grays 

They stole a safe contain 
ing the church's collection 
money, paperwork and the 
communion set. which 
includes chalices used to 
hold wine and bowls for the 
communion wafers 
The haul was worth a total 
of £1.200 

Officers investigating the 
burglary are appealing for 
witnesses. /_ 

Krvyow wttYi tniormaUon 
about the break-in. which 
\ happened on Sunday. May 1 
18. between 2.30pm and 10am 
the next day. can contact PC 
Edwards on 0300 3334444. 

Barbecue 
blaze alarm 

FIREFIGHTERS are urging 
people to be careful when 
using gas barbecues after a 
blaze in Pitsea 
A family were using a gas 
barbecue when a pipe con- 
nected to the propane cylin 
der caught light 
The cylinder had been left 
too close to the heal 
Crews from HadJeigh were 
called to the fire, in Edin 
burgh Way. at about 5pm on 
Friday. They removed the 
cylinder and put it in a wheel 
ie bin full of water to cool oft 
Leading firefighter Steve 
Kirk ham said: 'There could 
have been an explosion if the 
cylinder had got hot enough 
“People should check thelr 
barbecue before use. to make 
sure then* are no leaks, tight 
en screws and keep the cvlin 
der supplying the gas a safe 
distance away " 


super clinic plans 


By JAMES KERSHAW 

iam*s.kershaw®nqe.com 

DOCTORS have voiced 
1 concerns about plans to 
replace small surgeries 
in Billericay with a larg- 
er medical centre. 

The fears come after the 
South West Essex Primary 
Care Trust suggested a hi 
tech health centre, known 
as a polyclinic, could he 

On ilt tn 

Ur Simon Butler, based 
at the Western Road 
Surgery, said a new clinic 
might have a financial 
impact on doctors in small 
er surgeries. He said: "I 
have spoken to GPs in 


□ Doctors worried 
it may lead to more 
impersonal service 

□ They also believe 
it could hit finances 

Grays who are worried a 
polyclinic will attract 
patients away from surger- 
ies and that will hit them 
financially 

"At the moment we have 

AM 1 pHHTll. 

one In Queens Park and 
two in the town centre, and 
patients have a choice. 
How they would arrange so 
many patients under one 
roof is a concern." 

Dr John Cockcroft, of 


Billericay Health Centre, 
said poly -clinics provided a 
type of care that differed to 
normal sized surgeries. 

He said: “You are faced 
with a lot of different doc- 
tors and never see the same 
one more than once. 

“You have very little 
access back to the same 
doctor if things don’t turn 
out as you expect, and that 
is what I fear may be on the 
ix nh poky -clinic 

model.” 

However. Dr Cockcroft 
said there might be some 
small benefits from the cre- 
ation of a larger medical 

centre 

He said: “The primary 


care trust is under signifi- 
cant political pressure. 

“If it can get this initia 
five going, it will attract 
funding from the Govern 
ment which I feel would 
not be forthcoming to 
upgrade existing prac 
tices.” 

Billericay MP John 
Baron said the trust had 
acknowledged a letter sent 
from him. co uncillors and 

they were first made a warp 
of the possible plans. 

He is now calling for a 
meeting with them to dis- 
cuss the details of a cur- 
rent review, which are not 
known at this stage. 


NATIONAL AWARDS FOR DEDICATED NURSES 


THREE dedicated nurses 
have won top accolades at a 
national awards ceremony. 
The staff, from the South 
Essex Partnership NHS 
Foundation Trust, walked 
away with three trophies at 
the British Journal of 
Nursing Awards, held in 
London. 

Elaine Taylor, nurse 
consultant for 
safeguarding children and 
vulnerable adults, based at 
Aston Court, Basildon, 
received first prize in the 
Mental Health Nursing 
section. 

Andrea Arnold, from the 
Castle Point Community 
Mental Health Team, won 
third prize in the same 
section. 

Colleague Elmarl Bishop, 
social worker for the learn, 
said: “It U great to see the 


physical health needs of 
people with mental health 
problems are finally 
getting the recognition 
they deserve. 

“Our team has been 
committed to promoting 
the physical health needs 
of our service users for 
many years and we are 
very proud of everything 
we have achieved. 

“We couldn’t have done 
this without the support of 
our service users and it is 
them who have made these 
projects a success." 

Kim Shaw, an infection 
control nurse, based at 
Runwell Hospital also 
received first prize for the 
Infection Prevention 
Award. She said: “I am 
completely overwhelmed 
and absolutely delighted to 
have won this award." 
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■ Awards - Andrea Arnold. Elmarl Bishop. Angola 
O Connor and Kim Shaw 


Pitsea 
plan is 
dropped 

FROM PAGE 1 

Dale Farm community, to Neil 
Costen. council head of 
enforcement, says concerns 
about the Terminus Drive site 
had been noted. It says trav- 
ellers feel it would be prema- 
ture to pursue the planning 
appeal, in view of a High 
Court ruling delay mg planned 
evictions at Dale Farm. 

The letter said. “The recent 
judicial review decision has 
caused our clients to review 
the overall situation. Your 
authority will now need \o 
review our clients' personal 
circumstances on an individ- 
ual basis. 

’’Eventually: they will have 
to move and it may well be in a 

more controlled situation, to a 
piece of land agreeable to all. ” 
Referring to Terminus 
Drive, the letter adds: “An 
appeal could be premature 
and our advice is to withdraw 
it and we have written to the 
inspector accordingly" 

The travellers will now 
meet with English Partner 
ships, which owns the Termi 
nus Drive site, to discuss 
whether other land it owns 
which might be suitable as a 
travellers’ camp. 

Grattan Puxort, travellers 
campaigner, said Terminus 
Drive was only a small site, for 
some families, and then* was a 
lot of opposition.” 

Council leader Malcolm 
Buckley welcomed the devel 
opments in the long and bitter 
dispute over Dale Farm, the 
largest unauthorised trav 
ellers site in Europe. 

He said "We an* happy to 
talk to the travellers and 
would prefer them to move oiT 
without the need for bailiffs 
“However. 1 do not believe 
there is a suitable large site 
within the district that is not 
green belt and still believe it 
is up to other authorities to 
make provision for sites.” 




